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Know, your lordship, that for five years past I have been in
England where I enjoy the favour of many. Among these is the
Earl of Cumberland, who makes me pilot of all his vessels that sail
for the war. Last year he gave me four ships, with which I came to
His Majesty's Indies and arrived at La Margarita on June 6 where
I found two empty vessels and did them no harm whatsoever.
I then went down the coast as far as Coro, which place our general
wished us to take, and that night (it was June 10) our two ships
dropped anchor. The others did not anchor. As we were about to
let down the boat the weather turned so foul that we could do nothing
against it and the three ships left me in such wise that I was alone.
I entered the Lagoon on June 13 in search of my ships and could
not find them. Then, on June 18, I crossed to La Espafiola desiring
to (p. 3) write to your lordship but no opportunity offered because
no vessel from that city was taken until July 28 when I captured
------(?) de Haro (?) with cazabe bound for Puerto Rico, nor had I
opportunity then.
I decided to take a man to carry this message but when I talked
with him he told me that he would not take it because he would not
deliver the message to your lordship, and then he went to my
captain and told him that I wished to turn traitor and that there
were at Santo Domingo a caravel and a flyboat carrying gold and
silver. Forthwith we released the vessel carrying cazabe and came to
Mona and were there two or three days.
One Sunday morning the caravel came out and we seized it and
the captain sent it to England with Englishmen and three Portuguese.
Then I took a man and told him my wish and he said yes, that
he would deliver my letter; and so I carried him and another with
me to the Main. They were with me from August 8 to December 18
when I set one ashore with this communication. The second man I
will keep with me and land him on the island of Saona with another
letter when I return from England that your honour may be advised
of what I now state to your lordship.
Which is that I intend to go to the port of Ocoa and will try to
take the sugarmill. Your lordship have 45 or 50 men ready and when
the ships are seen to pass that port have them proceed to Ocoa and
with the negroes from the ranches and the sugar estates have them
lay an ambuscade on the road to kill the landing party. In taking
the men who land your honour takes the ships as well. I urge your
lordship not to fail to do this. So shall I be freed and I will serve His
Majesty well with respect to England. This will be seen. And the day
I pass that port I will pass with no top sail and this will be the signal.